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Gentlemen, 


HE love of one’s country feems to 
be the nobleft paffion a human mind 
is capable of. Man never atts fo 
P’ fuitably to the dignity of his nature, 
~ as when he makes the public good 
4 the principle of his a¢tions: and 
' that public good is never better’ 





to queftion the prudence of their choice. The Scots 
claimed to themfelves Cecrops, King of Athens ; whofe 
fon Gatuetus they married to Scora, daughter of the 
famous Puarao of Egypt: and this noble pair they made 
the honorary founders of their nation. y own coun- 
trymen too (for why may I not fuppofe in my country- 
men the ambition I fuppofe in others ?,) have taken care 
to putin their claim for an Ogygian fettlement : and 
furely, if long bead-rolls of Princes can be a foundation 
of national pride, then may Ireland boat, fhe is the firft 
and moft ancient monarchy in the world. 

This conduét of our anceftors was owing to a notion, 





Wa M3" promoted, than by a firm attach- 

gent to the interefts, and an unfhaken fidelity in the fer- 
vice of his country. 
. Butas every virtue ferves for a skreen to fome folly, 
fo the moft ridiculous extravagancies have been difguifed 
under the fpecious name of Patriotifm. By this means, 
we are often deceived by the falfe pretenfions to merit 5 
and frequently grow warm in the caufe of virtue, when 
we only fee the fhadow of it. The bigot is always fure 
to lament the downfall of Religion, when only the 
groffeft fuperftition is attacked. And the vain, the noify, 
the contentious, are molt vindictive of their country’s 
wrongs, when they are doing leaft real honour or fervice 
to it. 

Many are the forts of this falfe Patriotifm: it would 
puzzle an copeneey Philofopher to fay, which is the 
moft ridiculous. There are men, who drink away their 
fenfes in the caufe of their country s who raife a mob 
for the intereft of the conftitutions and who demolifh 
the windows of their countrymen out of pure public 
fpirit. There are Patriots even among the illuitrious 
tribe of Almanac-makers ; who, as they transfer all the 
male-influences of the ftars to foreign nations, fo moft 
aufpicioufly dire their benevolent afpeéts to this coun- 
try, in order to the forwarding many weighty confultations 
on the carpet, and the ripening them to a happy conclufion. 
There ase Patriots likewife (what pity is it!) in Bedlam ; 
unhappy Gentlemen, that talk of nothing but hard times, 
and taxes, and the whore of Babylon; and terrify them- 
felves with Revolutions, Pretenders, and arbitrary go- 
vernments, the dreams of their own diftemper'd brain. 

But the fort of falfe Patriotifm I fhall at prefent con- 
fine myfelf to, is a violent zeal for the precedency of 
any nation in refpett of antiquity, before all others 
on the face of the earth. And of this frenzy was Go- 
roPius Becanus ftrangely poffefled, when he endea- 
voured to prove High-Dutch to be the Language fpoke 
by Apam in Paradife, and by all the Patriarchs before 
the confufion of Babel. 

It is furprifing to find, that whole nations have run in- 
to the fame humour, and corrupted all their antiont Hif- 
tories, for the fake of making fools ftare at a little imagi- 
nary antiquity. The Egyptians and Scythians, in the 
very firft ages of the world, carried this point fo far, 
that a mere emulation in antiquity, created jealoufies and 
animofities between the two nations. The Egyptians 
argued themfelves to be the firft people in the world, 
from the temperature of their climate, and the fertility 
of their foil. But their rivals the Scythians quite over- 
threw this plea by a dilemma, which for its curiofity, 
and the proof it affords of the antiquity of Logick, de- 
ferves a particular mention. Either, {aid they, the earth 
was {pread over in the beginning with fire, or with wa- 
ter. If with fire; then Scythia, as being the mott 
northern region, firft of all became cool and habitable, 
and fo produced the firft animals. If with water; the 
fame Scythia, as being the higheft ground, was the firit 
country that grew dry, and confequently that was ftocked 
with inhabitanis. , 

in the dark ages immediately following the diffolution 
of the Roman Empire, the Barbarians, who then filled 
Europe, had little clfe to boait of but their itrength and 
their anceftors, Then it was, that an Archeomania be- 
came almoft univerfal: nation vied with nation, how 
near they could pufh their original upto Avam. Hit: 


tory was corrupted, and fabulous Chronicles fuddenly 
sie Up, in order to fupport unwieldy fabricks of anti- 
ity. 


a onks learnt to counterfeit records as well as Ab- 
y-charters; and underftood the art of compiling, not 


only Legends, but Hiftories, without the affiftance of Me- 
mioirs. The Britons of thefe times were fo fenfible of 
their own magnanimity, that they fcorned any people, 
= Trojans, or any hero, but Eneas, for their proge- 

Mors. And I hope no one will be fo unjuit to them, as 


y 


which then univerfally prevailed, that antiquity was the 
main pillar of a nation’s glory. They then admired mo- 
narchies as our modern antiquaries do tomb-ftones ; mere- 
ly becaufe they were old. And they thought that no 
one could be guilty of a higher affront to the publick, 
than ferioufly to call in queftion the foundation on which 
publick antiquity was grounded. We live in a politer 
age : men’s judgments of things are now more refined : 
freedom of enquiry into all kinds of knowledge is encou- 
raged, and a freedom of difputing upon any antiquities 
commended. The principles of true pubiic honour have 
been fet ona better foot; and the odd Language of our 
anceftors on this fubjeét banifhed into the Heraldry-oilice 
|At leaft, for a writer to condemn all as enemies to his 
country, who allow it not an antiquity of quite two 
thoufand years ; founds at prefent extremely unphiloio- 
phical, 

It is then furprizing to me, Gentlemen, that a member 
of your Society, in his Letter on the antiquity of Scotland 
(inferted in Fournals 330 and 331) fhould treat that anti- 
quity, not as a point which learned men may indiffe- 
rently determine, as they are moved by reafon, authority, 
and evidence ; but as a point, which it is injuftice to éa- 
vade as the honour of the Scotifh nation, and the monar- 
chical dignity of that realm depends upon it. ‘This Gen- 
tleman feems to imagine, that he is obliged to defend 
this f{uppofed honour of his country, even at the expence 
of truth. Otherwife furely he had never made fucha 
clamour againft the greateit antiquaries this lait age has 
produced ; merely becaufe they diiputed the extraordinary 
pretenfions of his countrymen to antiquity. Mr. Cam- 
peN, Archbifhop Usuer, Bifhop Srittincrieer, Bi- 
thop Loyp, &c. are all great names; and as far unwor- 
thy the treatment they have received at this Writer’s 
hands, as they are incapable of being refuted by him. 
Thefe were men, that muft have been allowed to have 
laboured with indefatigable diligence in ancient Hiltory : 
they diflinguifhed authentick from {purious records with 
the greatelt accuracy: they were not byaffed by any 
prejudice againft Scotland: they gave due weight to 
every thing that could be urged in favour of its anti- 
quity : and they found themielves after all under a ne- 
cefliiy, in order to reconcile ancient Hiftory; to place 
the fettlement of the Scots in Britain much below the 
incarnation. I would ask this Author, what they have 
done in all this, either unworthy of themfelves, or inju- 
rious to his country ? Have they injur’d the conftitution 
of government in Scotland? Have they deprived the 
Scots of one real advantage, or folid foundation of efteem? 
Have they done more, than what a native of North Bri- 
tain may ; and, if convinced of the futility of thele pre: 
tenfions to antiquity, ought to have done, with regard to 
his country? They have not. But then, fays this Wri- 
ter, by defiroying the antiquity, they have greatly injared 
the d gnity of monarchical power in one of the three 
kingdoms; and thus have eclip/ed the lufire which the 
kings of England receive from the antiquity of their 
Scotifo dominion, and ftripped the Britifh crown of the 
rarelt and moff {plendid of its jewels. 

Here is a grievous charge ! an indiétment of high 
crimes and mifdemeanours! Achbifhop Usner, and 
other no lefs eminent men, are accufed of /e/e majefly 
and robbery of the Throne. ‘Take warning hence, ye 
Grubean fages, and beware of that dangerous {cience 
Chronology 3 left by tampering with dates, and zra’s, 
and cyphers, ye fall under the guilt of violating the ru- 
bies of the crown. 

But to be as ferious as this Gentleman feems to have 
been, when he made the accufation ; I beg leave to pre- 
fume, that there is no occalion of a laborious an{wer to 
it. The charge itfelf carries fo many abfusd fuppofitions 
in its front, that it is its own refutation. It firit fuppo- 
fes, that an obfcure, a contefted, a tabulous antiquity, is 





jewel of the united crown. 








cal dignity of Scotland leans on fo weak a foundation, as 


fuch an antiquity mplt neceflarily be. It fuppofes, that 
the badelesit wer of ie Kings of Albany, presente tn 
have reigned 2000 years ago, reflect a luftre-on the glo- 
rious Princes, whé have in later ages adorned the Britifh 
throne. It fuppofes too, that a lift of thefe old mmogerese 
tho’ more fabulous than a Popith martyrology, aa 
tirefome than a Welch pedigree, is to be termed the rare 
What I have hitherto afgued againft this Writer, goes 
on the fuppofition, that all the remote Scotil 
is fabulous, This point therefore remains in the — 
place to be touched upon. And this has been fo- clear 
proved in the writings of thofe great. men mentioned a- 
bove, that I need only to refer this Author to them-for 
his complete fatisfaétion. But however, as he himfelf 
has advanced in favour of this antiquity feveral arguments, 


which confidered in the manner he has urged them, may > 


feem a little extraordinary : I propofe in another Letter 
to your Society, to examine every thing he has o 
material, and to flrew the forry foundation this Gentle-. 
man has fora triumph over Usnar and the Remarker 
on Ravin. Lam 


Your humble fervant, &e. 


Oxon, May 13,. 1735. Hipernus. 
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Chrift-church, Oxon, May 17, 1736. 
Gentlemen, 


HE Grubeans of Fefus College, who ate now as 

numerous and wrangling as ever, are, at this 

time, dreadfully at variance with their brethren 
of Brazen-nofe, concerning the birth, or rather origins 
of old Pa/guin and Marforio at Rome. The conteft took 
its rife from a late Traét, entitled, Political Dialig wes bee 
teen the celebrated fatues of Pafquin and Marforio, St. 
treating of the late peace. No fooner had the Taff3- 
Grubs heard of the general applaufe the compolition met 
with here, but they proclaimed the Marble-ftatefmen to be 
of Welch extraétion. I don’t find that they pretend to fup- 
port this their monopoly by any other authority than that 
of tradition, which they fay, all the fidlers in the princi- 
pality are ready to infert with their lives and Leeks. 
They wil! have it believed that acertain Pharnician flatuary, 
when that antient trading people dealt with us for tin. 
and lead, had been employed by a Britif chief, to make 
ttatues in honour of two celebrated Druids of thofe times 3 
that thefe curious figures had been found by Agrico/a the 
Roman General in Anglejey, when he conguer’d that 
ifland, and that he fent them to Rome in order to give 
his countrymen the higher idea of the importance of his 
conqueft. Having then proved, as tiiey think, that two 
ftatues had been {ent from Britain to Rome, they boldly 
conclude, that no other marble there, but that dug from 
the foot of Pinman-moore, could have been capable of 
breathing fuch virtuous liberty, could have been fo per- 
fetly skill’d in the Arcana of our political affairs, or 
could have fhewn fo affectionate a regard for ‘rue Britons, 
as appears throughout the whole of this mafterly com- 
pofition. In vain do the Brazonean Grubs, who are in- 
deed lefs vain and more cool, but every inch as tenacious, 
as their antagonifts, appeal to common fame and the au- 
thority of all the antients and moderns that had menti- 
oned our wars with the Romans; in vain have they re 
courfe to Marforis himfelf, who, in thefe very Di.'ognes, 
{peaks of Rome as his country ; the proud Tafs hold faft 
by their own traditionary authority, and in fpite of Bra/s, 
Tacitas and Rapin, will have the Patriot ftatues to glow 
with native Briti/h zeal, ; 

This conteft, fimple as you may think it, has divided 
this commonwealth of learning into two parties, and has 
produced a wager of a hogfhead of Welch age, and half 
a dozen of Week/ey’s beft, which, by mutual confent, is 
left to the determination of your fagacious Society. The 
parties concerned, have authorized me to fend you a 
itate of the controverfy, and here it is with the utmoft ime 
partiality. Let me have, facetious Gentlemen, the folu- 
tion of your oraculous corps before the hot weather comes 
in, to prevent the excefs of {willing and {moaking, and 


you will exceedingly oblige all our Soakers, and in_par 
cular your Jnamorato, 





a real honour toa nation: and then, that the mezarchi-| 
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